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[11. I NSTITUTI ONAL | SSUES AND FOLLOW UP

A. Strengthening of international cooperation for devel opnent

229. The international community is entering a new and chal | engi ng phase in
invigorating the institutions in support of international cooperation for

devel opnent. dobalization, liberalization and interdependence have becone key
features of the world econony. |In addition, economic growh and progress in a
growi ng i nterdependent world are influenced by the process of globalization
Particul ar attention should be accorded to national and international action to
broaden the benefits of the process of globalization and to avoid the risk of
mar gi nal i zati on of devel oping countries, in particular the |east devel oped
countries, in the world econony. For devel oping countries, the nost inportant
challenge is the realization of devel opnent, which, anong others, calls for
econom ¢ growt h and favourabl e external conditions. |nternational cooperation
for devel opment is nmore than ever acknow edged as a necessity that derives from
recogni zed nmutual interest. Therefore, it is necessary that such cooperation be
strengthened. In this effort the United Nati ons occupies a central position and
key role.

230. The United Nations systemhas a crucial role to play in internationa
cooperation for revitalizing developnent. In this regard, the United Nations
has convened a nunmber of gl obal conferences on mgjor issues. Fromthese
conferences, a consensus has energed on a multidi nensi onal, conprehensive and

i ntegrated approach to devel opnent whi ch recogni zes, anong others, that econonic
devel opnent, social devel opnent and environnental protection are interdependent
and mutually reinforcing conponents of sustainable developnent. Fulfilling the
goal s and commitments reached at major international conferences, particularly
on international cooperation for devel opnent, is essential if devel opment is to
materialize to its fullest extent and in all its facets. There is, therefore, a
need to revitalize the systemof international cooperation for devel opnent which
plays an inportant role in realizing these goals and commtnents.

231. Anong the many actors in international devel opnent, the United Nations,
because of its unique universal character and inpartiality and because of its
physi cal presence in many parts of the world, plays a central role in pronoting
i nternational devel opment cooperation. Through this Agenda, recomendations are
nade for a stronger, nore effective and efficient United Nations so that it and
the United Nations systemas a whole can contribute better to devel opment in al
countries, in particular the devel oping countries, through the strengthening of
its role in all relevant fields of international devel opment cooperation
Institutional issues nust, therefore, be addressed whil e safeguarding the
transparent, denmocratic and truly universal character of the Organization and
taki ng i nto account the overall ongoing processes of reformof the United
Nat i ons.

B. Role of the United Nations in devel opnent

232. In accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, the Organization ains
at the creation of conditions of stability and well-bei ng which are necessary
for peaceful and friendly relations anong nati ons based on respect for the
principles of sovereign equality of all its Menbers, equal rights and self-
determ nati on of peoples and at achieving international cooperation in solving

i nternational problens of an econonic, social, cultural or humanitarian
character. The role and functions of the United Nations in internationa
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econom ¢ and soci al cooperation, as defined in the Charter and as further
el aborated in various international agreenents, including in the outcones of
maj or United Nations conferences, range wi de and deep and should be fulfilled.

233. Anong the key characteristics of the United Nations are its universa
menber shi p and conprehensi ve mandate. The United Nations occupies a unique
position for addressing the chall enges of pronoting devel opnment in the context
of the gl obalization of the world econony and deepeni ng i nterdependence anong
nations. It nust play a central and nore active and effective role in pronoting
i nternational cooperation for devel opnment and provi ding policy guidance on

gl obal devel opnent issues. The responsibilities of the United Nations in the
econom c, social and related fields should be fulfilled, taking into account the
i mportance of its activities in these spheres vis-a-vis those in other fields.

234. The United Nations constitutes a unique forumfor building internationa
consensus on global priorities for which there exists no substitute. Forging
consensus and comm tments through, inter alia, various internationa
conferences, on international econom c, social and related issues is one of the
nost inmportant functions of the United Nations system To this end, the
capacity of the United Nations and its various bodies to undertake anal ytica
and policy-oriented work in the econom c and social fields nust be fully
utilized.

235. The United Nations is also singularly well placed to forge internationa
consensus in the field of devel opnent through intergovernnental processes and
instruments. Furthernmore, the United Nations plays a promnent role in raising
publ i ¢ awareness and in pronoting and advocating internationally agreed
principles and commtnments, and their inplenmentation, in this context. It also
i mpl ements concrete progranmes which aimto respond to devel opnental and

hurmani tari an needs and to pronmbte social justice and the protection of the
environnent through its activities at the field I evel and through the collection
and di ssem nation of information

236. The United Nations has the unique mandate to address issues of peace and
devel opnent in an integrated manner. In addition, the United Nations has a
vital role to play in nmobilizing the international comunity to respond in a
conpr ehensi ve and coordinated way to rehabilitation and reconstruction but al so
to | onger-term devel opnent needs in connection with humanitarian emergency
situations. At the sane time, a bal ance should be ensured between these
activities and the Organi zation's consideration of and actions on devel opnment

i ssues.

237. The United Nations, in cooperation with the Bretton Wods institutions,
ot her bodies of the United Nations system including its specialized agenci es,
and the World Trade Organi zation (WO, has a key role in fostering greater
coherence, conplenentarity and coordination in econonic policy-nmaking at the
gl obal level, including, inter alia, macroeconom ¢ policy issues, and in
ensuring the principles of transparency and effective participation and
representation, as well as the effective inplenentation of internationally
agreed policies and goals. In this context, the respective conpetencies of
these institutions should be taken into account.

238. An inportant feature of the United Nations is its operational activities
for developnent in the field. Their fundanental characteristics should be,
inter alia, their universal, voluntary, and grant nature, their neutrality and
their nultilateralism as well as their ability to respond to the needs of the
devel opi ng countries in a flexible manner. The United Nati ons devel opnent
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system shoul d take into account the specific needs and requirements of the
countries with economes in transition and other recipient countries.

Furt hernore, because of its mandate, the Organization is well suited to pronote
a bal anced approach to devel opnent. Therefore, the challenge for the United
Nations and its funds and programmes is to effectively support Governnents,
particularly those of the devel oping countries, in their efforts to address

i ncreasingly conpl ex issues of devel opnment in an interdependent worl d.

239. The Organization will become nore effective and relevant in responding to
the needs of the Menmber States only as a result of ensuring adequate and

predi ctabl e funding; high-quality performance in the field of internationa
cooperation for devel opnent; transparency and full accountability to its Menber
States; revitalization of its institutional structures; avoi dance of overl appi ng
and duplication; and responsiveness to changi ng conditions and trends.

240. There is a need for a clear relationship between the policy work of the

United Nations and its operational role.

C. Enhancing the role, capacity, effectiveness and efficiency
of the United Nations systemin devel opnent

241. COver the past 50 years the United Nations system has grown and expanded in
the econonic, social and related sectors. Through its activities the system has
contributed significantly to the devel opnment process. The O ganization shoul d
respond nore effectively to changi ng devel opnent needs particularly to the needs
of enhanci ng i nternational cooperation for devel opnment and pronoting the

devel opnent of the devel oping countries. Strengthening systemw de coordination
of activities and institutions will contribute to enhancing the role, capacity,
ef fectiveness, and efficiency of the United Nations systemin devel opnent. In
this context, building collaboration between nati onal Governnments, regional and
other nultilateral agencies in support of country driven processes should be
taken into account.

242. Essential to inproving the coordination and focus of the United Nations
system s devel opnent activities is to ensure that it is guided by a clear set of
priorities and strategies identified by the General Assenbly, with the support

of the Econom c and Social Council, and that incorporate the outconmes of recent
maj or international conferences. Al so essential is that the Council has the
capacity to fulfil its role in overall coordination in the economc, social and

rel ated sectors, and in guidance of operational activities.

243. Efforts are needed to continue the process of enhancing the effectiveness
and efficiency of the Assenbly, the Council and its subsidiary bodies, the
United Nations Secretariat, and other parts of the United Nations systemas well
as the framework for operational activities. Furthernore, achieving greater
coordi nati on, coherence and conplenentarity anong related activities and/or

i nproving |inkages between themwi Il also contribute to strengthening the United
Nations system s organi zati onal structure.

244, Ensuring conplenmentarity and avoi di ng overl appi ng and duplication of work
bet ween the Assenbly and the Council, including its functional conm ssions, is
of particular inportance for an effective and coordinated fol |l owup of nmjor
Uni ted Nations conferences.



1. General Assenbly

245. The General Assenbly is the highest intergovernmental nechanismfor the
formul ati on and appraisal of policies in the economc, social and rel ated
fields, and the main forum where Governnents pursue the devel oprent dial ogue in
its political context. This dialogue ains at both pronoting an integrated view
of matters relating to the economc, social and related fields, thus fostering

t he deeper political understandi ng needed for enhanced international devel opnent
cooperation, and at generating inpulses for action and | aunching initiatives.
The Assenbly shoul d exert greater policy | eadership on devel opnent issues

i nasmuch as the Charter of the United Nations provides the Assenbly with broad
nmandat es concerning these issues.

246. Measures have to be identified to enhance the ability of the debate in the
General Assenbly to generate substantive solutions to specific policy problens
and to take an integrated approach to devel opnent. To facilitate discussion
based on an integrated approach to devel opnent issues, the possibility should be
expl ored of choosing a principal theme or themes in order to focus substantive
debat e under each "cluster" in the agenda without prejudice to the right of

del egations to raise any other specific issue in the debates.

247. In the strengthening and revitalization of the Assenbly, this body should
consider, in the context of all its main Commttees, pronoting the use of

i nnovati ve nmechani sns, in accordance with its rules of procedure, such as pane
di scussions with del egations and interactive debates with the active
participation of Secretariat and agency representatives as well as outside
experts.

248. Better use should be nade of the forumof the Assenbly to deal with major
econom c, social and related issues. The Assenbly has the overal

responsibility for ensuring the inplenmentation of the results of United Nations
conferences and facilitating and reviewi ng progress achieved. In this context,
the Assenbly shoul d provide policy guidance and carry out on a periodic basis an
overall review of the inplenentation of the outcones of the conferences. Such
conferences shoul d be conplementary to the Assenbly's in-depth consideration of
maj or issues of concern to the international comunity.

249. At the sane time, for the Assenbly to fully performits Charter role
neasures al so have to be taken in addition to the strengthening of the Assenbly
itself and to ensure that priorities set by the Assenbly are fully inplenented
and followed up by the entire United Nations system The policy guidance role
of the Assenbly in pronoting international cooperation to solving internationa
probl enms of an econom ¢ and soci al character should be fully exercised in all
areas of devel opnment, includi ng macroeconom c issues.

250. The United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnment (UNCTAD), as a

princi pal organ of the Assenbly has a contribution to make to strengthening
policy-oriented debates in the Second Comittee.

2. Econom c and Soci al Counci

251. In accordance with relevant provisions of the Charter, the Econom ¢ and
Soci al Council nust continue to strengthen its role as the central nechanismfor
coordi nation of the United Nations systemand its specialized agenci es and
supervi sion of subsidiary bodies, in particular its functional conmm ssions in
the econonmic and social fields. The ongoing efforts to reformthe Council cal
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for nore effective procedures and review of its work progranme and working

met hods and should result in an increased capacity of the Council to provide
overal | guidance, monitor and coordi nate the United Nati ons devel opnent system
These reforns should be allowed to take root and be built upon

252. In this context, the Council shoul d:

(a) Consider, in a high-level segnment with mnisterial participation
maj or issues for international cooperation in the econom c, social and rel ated
fields. The high-level segment should be used for inproving the synergy between
t he economic and social sectors of the United Nations system In doing so, the
Counci| should al so contribute towards enhancing the interacti on between the
United Nations, the Bretton Wods institutions and WIQ

(b) Ensure a coordinated followup to the inplenentation of major United
Nati ons conferences through its subsidiary machi nery and providi ng overal
gui dance and coordination to the United Nations systemas a whole in the
econom c, social and related fields. A strengthened coordi nation function al so
requires a closer interaction between the Council and the Administrative
Commi ttee on Coordination (ACC), which should include in its reports to the
Counci| action-oriented recommendations to inprove United Nations systemw de
coordi nation on issues for consideration by the Council

(c) Fully exercise its role as the overall coordinating body of all United
Nati ons devel opment funds and programes. This should include providing
gui dance to the Executive Boards of funds and programmes and nonitor the
i mpl ement ati on of General Assenbly policies and gui delines, including
operational aspects of the followup of nmajor United Nations conferences. The
Counci| shoul d pronpote greater coherence and cl oser interaction between the work
of its subsidiary bodies and the work of the United Nations funds and
pr ogr anmes;

(d) Encourage its subsidiary bodies to inprove their working nmethods as it
has been mandated by the Assenbly;

(e) In the context of its general segnent, whose primary function is that
of an action-oriented review of the activities, reports and recomendati ons of
its subsidiary bodies, avoid a repetition of the debates held in those bodies
and focus attention on nmajor policy issues that require a prioritized and
coordi nated response fromthe United Nations systemas a whol e.

253. The Bureau of the Council should play an active role by neeting regularly,
i ncl udi ng by conveni ng open-ended i nformal consultations of the Council. The
Bureau shall brief the Council on its deliberations and shall not have the
authority to make decisions on any substantive matters. The Bureau shoul d be
encouraged to continue its role as facilitator

(a) Subsidiary bodies of the Econom c and Social Counci

254, The Council should fully exercise its authority vis-a-vis its subsidiary
bodi es. Better guidance by the Council to its functional comm ssions and expert
groups and bodies is particularly inportant. The functional comm ssions shoul d
in a coordinated way be able to give the best possible support to the Council in
its role of providing overall coordination and gui dance and in the foll ow up of
maj or United Nations conferences. It is therefore crucial to ensure that these
conmi ssi ons, groups and bodi es can effectively serve as catalysts for action



255. In the case of the functional comrissions with primary responsibility for
the foll owup and review of the inplenentation of a major conference, the
Council shall ensure the harnonization and coordi nation of their agendas and
wor k progranmes by pronmoting a clearer division of | abour anpbng t hem and
providing clear policy guidance to them Wthin their respective nandates,
functional comm ssions should focus on the core issues relating to the
Conference for which they are responsi ble and obtain inputs from other rel evant
bodi es on rel ated issues.

256. The Council shall undertake a review of its functional comm ssions, expert
groups and bodi es as mandated by the rel evant sections of annex | to Genera
Assenbly resolution 50/227. Following this review, which the Council should
conplete by the fifty-second session of the General Assenbly, the Council should
continue to nmonitor the effectiveness and efficiency of its subsidiary bodies.

(b) Regional conmi ssions

257. The regi onal comm ssions play an inmportant role in bringing the work of the
United Nations closer to specific devel opment situations and concerns of
countries and regions. This would include fostering econom c cooperation,
econom c integration and econom ¢ devel opnent, by providing the Assenbly,

t hrough the Council, with substantive analytical and policy oriented work, and
in assisting countries in each region in the inplenentati on and nonitoring of
reconmendati ons of conferences as well as other commitnments. The United Nations
shoul d al so give a stronger focus to regional problens and prospects in the

soci o-econom ¢ fields in a cost-effective manner. For this purpose, the

regi onal comm ssions should be nmore fully utilized, in accordance with their
respective mandates. |In this context, the results of the review nandated by the
Assenbly should be taken into account. The Council shall ensure the active
participation of the regional commssions in its exam nation of the follow up of
maj or conferences. The Council shall al so encourage the regional comm ssions,
under the guidance of their nenber States, to continue to undertake their own
managenent and functional assessnent for adjusting their priorities, nandates,
tasks and structures taking into account that numerous other regiona
institutions have been created.

3. United Nations funds and programes

258. United Nations funds and programres are inportant vehicles for advancing
devel opnent cooperation. There is need for a substantial increase in resources
for operational activities for devel opnent on a predictable, continuous and
assured basis commensurate with the increasing needs of devel opi ng countri es,
whi ch shoul d be addressed urgently and expeditiously. Innovative sources of
fundi ng could be an additional elenment for the provision of resources for
operational activities for developnment. The urgent and specific needs of the

| owincome countries, in particular the | east devel oped countries, should
receive priority allocation of grant resources of programres and projects
provided through the funds and progranmes.

259. The United Nations operational activities for devel opnent shoul d be

i mpl ement ed by the funds and programes in accordance with Assenbly resol utions
adopted, particularly in the context of the triennial policy review of
operational activities. The Council should provide overall guidance to the
funds and programes in accordance with policies and priorities fornul ated by
the Assenbly. The funds and progranmes shoul d build capacities for nationa
execution in recipient countries and shoul d seek out, as appropriate, expertise
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of the specialized agencies with a viewto inproving the quality of services and
carry out cooperation activities nore effectively and efficiently. Menoranda of
Understanding that clearly outline individual responsibilities and areas of
cooperati on have proved useful and should be encouraged between rel ated funds,
programes and speci al i zed agenci es.

260. The roles of the funds and programmes should be periodically reviewed with
a viewto ensuring their responsiveness to the needs of Menber States and

i mproving the quality and inmpact of the United Nations operational activities.
The efficiency, effectiveness and i npact of the operational activities of the
United Nations system nust be enhanced by, inter alia, a substantial increase in
their funding on a predictable, continuous and assured basis, conmensurate wth
t he increasing needs of devel oping countries, as well as through the ful

i npl enentati on of relevant Assenbly resolutions. At the same time, operationa
activities should be country-driven, carried out for the benefit of recipient
countries at their request and in accordance with their own policies and
priorities.

261. The United Nations system has nade a serious effort to inprove the inpact
of its devel opnent assistance at the country level. Efforts have been and
continue to be nade to inprove the functioning of funds and programes at the
country and headquarters |levels. However, further sinplification and

har noni zati on of rules of procedure used by the United Nati ons devel opnment
systemin its operational activities is called for, in particular by the
pronotion of greater consistency in the presentation of budgets at the
headquarters |l evel, as well as in sharing adm nistrative systens and services in
the field, where possible, and in devel opi ng common dat abases in consultation
with national Governments. The country progranm ng cycles of UNDP, UNFPA and
UNI CEF shoul d al so be harnoni zed.

262. National plans and priorities constitute the only viable frame of reference
for the national programm ng of operational activities within the United Nations
system which should be country-driven. |In this context, individual mandates
and conpl enentarities of the organizations and bodies of the United Nations
devel opnent system should be taken into account. Al so, the country strategy
note - which remains a voluntary initiative of the recipient countries - should
be forrmulated by interested recipient countries with the assistance of and in
cooperation with the United Nations system under the |eadership of the resident
coordinator, in all recipient countries where the Governnent so decides. Reform
efforts, in accordance with relevant Assenbly resol utions, should aim at,

inter alia, enhancing the effectiveness and efficiency of the delivery of United
Nat i ons assi stance at the country level including through the resident

coordi nator system The Secretary-Ceneral, in support of the intergovernnenta
process, has an inportant role to play in this respect. The resident
coordinator, in full consultation with Governnments, should facilitate a coherent
and coordinated United Nations followup to major international conferences at
the field level.

4, United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent

263. UNCTAD is the focal point within the United Nations for the integrated
treatment of devel opment and interrelated issues in the areas of trade, finance,
technol ogy, investment and sustai nabl e devel opnent. Having a conparative
advantage in tackling trade-rel ated devel opnent issues, UNCTAD shoul d conti nue
to facilitate the integration of devel oping countries and countries with
econom es in transition into the international trading system in a
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conpl emrentary manner with WIO and to pronote devel opnent through trade and

i nvestment in cooperation and coordination with the International Trade Centre,
rel evant institutions of the United Nations system and ot her internationa

or gani zati ons.

264. UNCTAD, as part of the United Nations systemand as a contributor to its
revitalization, has adopted far-reaching refornms, as enbodied in the M drand
Decl arati on and the document entitled "A Partnership for G owh and Devel opnent ™
(see TD/ 377), adopted by consensus at the ninth session of the Conference, thus
adapting itself to new economic and institutional nodalities created by the
process of globalization, the conclusion of the U uguay Round of nultilatera
trade negotiations agreenents and the creation of WO These reforns shoul d be
i mpl emented, take root and be built upon, in accordance with the decisions taken
at the ninth session of the Conference.

265. The efforts of UNCTAD to facilitate the integration of devel oping
countries, in particular the |east devel oped, particularly those in Africa, into
t he gl obal econony and the international trading systemare inportant for the
successful inplenentation of the Agenda for Devel opnment. The tenth session of
the Conference, to be held in Thailand in the year 2000, shoul d provide an
opportunity to assess progress nade and to advance the gl obal partnership for
growt h and devel oprent.

5. Specialized agencies of the United Nations system

266. Specialized agencies as defined in chapter | X of the Charter play a vita
role in furthering the inplenentation of various aspects of the global consensus
on international cooperation for devel opnment and in pronoting and securing the

i nternational cooperation needed. Activities, priorities and basic progranmes
of specialized agenci es should be periodically assessed in order to ensure that
they remain relevant to the interests of their Menber States. |n accordance
with Article 58 of the Charter, the Organization shall make recommendati ons for
the coordination of the policies and activities of the specialized agencies.

The Secretary-General is invited to make recomendati ons thereon

267. Mechani sns shoul d be el aborated to enable the Council, within its nandate,
to provide guidance to the specialized agencies and to transmt institutiona
priorities as formul ated by the Assenbly. The specialized agencies and the
United Nations funds and programes shoul d engage in a focused di al ogue with the
Council with a viewto identifying how their activities can be adjusted in
response to such priorities. The Council should also provide appropriate
reconmendations in order to ensure coherence and conplenentarity of efforts of
all bodies, taking into account the role of the funds and progranmes.

268. Efforts are also called for to enhance the transparency of the operations
of the agencies. Cooperation and coordination on thenmes of comon interest
anong the specialized agenci es, and where appropri ate between these agenci es and
ot her bodies of the United Nations systemneed to be strengthened. The

ef fectiveness and efficiency of activities of the Council also could be inproved
by increasing interaction with specialized agencies, including the provision of
regul ar reports to the Assenbly, through the Council, in accordance with the

rel evant provisions of the Charter. 1In this regard, it will be essential to
effectively nmonitor the followup of the conclusions of the Council by the
different entities of the United Nations system



269. Cooperation and coordination within the United Nations systemin providing
ef fective support in the field of industrial developnent is essential. 1In this
context, the ongoing process of reformand revitalization pursued by the United
Nati ons I ndustrial Devel opnent Organization (UNIDO) should lead to better
defining and enhancing its role and to raising the rel evance, effectiveness and
i npact of the activities of the United Nations systemin the field of industria
devel opnent in line with the priorities of its menber states.

6. Secretariat

270. The structure and functioning of the Secretariat and the support services
that it provides in the economc, social and related fields are inportant and
nmust be strengthened and inproved in order to increase the effectiveness of the
United Nations in the field of devel opnment. They cannot be considered in
isolation fromthe overall managenent structure, desired lines of authority and
deci si on- maki ng processes of the Organization. |In particular, a dispersion of
efforts and resources | eading to unnecessary overl apping of responsibilities and
fragnmentati on of the decision-nmaking processes in the Secretariat should be

avoi ded. Furthernore, the relationship of the Secretary-General with the
speci al i zed agencies is crucial and needs to be further enhanced.

271. Ways and neans shoul d be explored in accordance with priorities set by the
Assenbly to reallocate the savings resulting fromreformand i nproved overal
cost effectiveness with a view to strengthening United Nations devel opnent
activities. The Secretary-Ceneral is requested to present proposals to this
end.

272. It is acknow edged that the Secretary-General, as the chief adm nistrative
of ficer of the Organization, is responsible for the functioning of the
Secretariat in accordance with the Charter. The restructuring of the
Secretariat is a vital part of the revitalization of the United Nations role in
the economic, social and related fields. |In order for the United Nations to act
nore effectively in support of devel opnent with greater coherence, coordination
and conpl ementarity, further reformshould be ained at:

(a) Ensuring a conprehensive and effective inplenentation of the
obj ectives of the Agenda for Devel opnent and of the rel evant objectives of the
Charter and the mandates entrusted by the policy-nmaking organs;

(b) Rationalizing the structure of the Secretariat in such manner that
woul d i nprove the effectiveness and efficiency of its work, avoid duplication,
neet the requirenents of Menber States, and ensure accountability inits
oper ati ons;

(c) Ensuring transparency and effective inplenentation of recruitnent
procedures, principles and practices; ensuring the exclusively internationa
character of the staff; and securing the highest standards of efficiency,
conpetence and integrity as well as a nore effective application of the
principles governing the recruitnent of staff, including recruitment on as w de
a geographi cal basis as possible, respecting the relevant articles of the
Charter;

(d) Ensuring that any reorganization of the econom c and socia
departnents of the Secretariat and other proposals for Secretariat reform
preserve and pronote the independence, intellectual diversity and visibility of
the United Nations in policy analysis;
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(e) Ensuring that initiatives for Secretariat reformconsider measures
al ready adopted and allow for these to take root. The restructuring of the
Secretariat should be conducted in a manner that effectively nmeets the
requi renments of Menber States and takes fully into account the devel oprment
concerns of all Menber States, in particular of the devel opi ng countries;

(f) Gving consideration to decentralization, as appropriate, from
headquarters to the regional and field levels, including the regiona
conmi ssions, in order to enhance the capacity of the United Nations to provide
stronger focus on regional problens and prospects in a cost-effective manner
taking into consideration the ongoing process of restructuring and
revitalization of the United Nations in the economic, social and related fields.

7. Reporting

273. Reports to intergovernnental bodies should be concise and action-oriented.

Where necessary, intergovernnmental bodies should nmake efforts to rationalize and
simplify reporting procedures. Al docunentation should be provided within the
specified tinmetables and in all official United Nations |anguages.

8. | nt er - agency coordination

274. Better inter-agency coordination within the systemis essential to support
the goal s of the Agenda for Devel opnent. This includes coordination and
cooperation on themes of common interest and identification of respective
strengths and weaknesses in order to ensure a nore effective and efficient role
of the United Nations systemwhile taking into account respective mandates. In
this context, ACC should have an enhanced function for inter-agency coordi nation
purposes for the United Nations system ACC should bring systemw de

coordi nation issues to the attention of the Council and nake recommendati ons
thereon. Further efforts should be nmade to enhance the role of ACC and its
standing committees to ensure that the United Nations systemoperates in a
coherent, coordinated and conpl enentary nmanner. A systenatic exchange of
information and an appropriate distribution of tasks should be ensured within
the ACC machinery and with any specific inter-agency nmechanism including ad hoc
inter-agency thematic task forces set up in the context of the followup to
conferences. Full information for the Menber States on the work of ACC should
be made avail able and a wider distribution of the report of ACC should be

pur sued.

9. Participation of non-governnental organizations and
ot her maj or groups

275. The constructive contribution of non-governnental organizations and ot her
maj or groups, including the private sector, to the inplenmentation of the Agenda
for Devel opnent shoul d be encouraged. The existing nmechanisns for the

i nvol venent and participation of non-governmental organizations in United
Nations activities should be fully utilized and, as appropriate, be further

i nproved, taking into account the relevant rules of procedure of the United
Nati ons and the outcone of the Hi gh-1evel Open-ended Working G oup of the
Ceneral Assenbly on the Strengthening of the United Nations System
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D. Interaction between the United Nations and other
multilateral developnment institutions, including
the Bretton Wods institutions and the Wrld
Trade Organi zation

276. Increased interaction and cooperati on between the United Nations and the
multil ateral devel opment institutions, including the Bretton Wods institutions
and WIO, are necessary to respond to the chall enges of devel opnent. Al so,
cooperative working rel ati ons between the United Nations and other internationa
organi zati ons shoul d be strengthened. Exanples of such cooperation already
exist. There is a need to develop further effective and innovative approaches
to this interaction and cooperation

277. The strengthening of collaboration between the United Nations and the
Bretton Wods institutions requires an integrated approach, enconpassing a
cl oser policy dialogue at the intergovernnental |evel on relevant areas of
i nternational devel opment policy issues taking into account their respective

conpetencies. In support of this dialogue, closer relationships should be
devel oped between the United Nations, through the General Assenbly and the
Econom ¢ and Social Council, and the Bretton Wods institutions, in particular

the InterimConmttee of the International Mnetary Fund (I MF) and the Wrld
Bank/ | M- Devel opnent Committee. |In this regard, the Assenbly should play a nore
active role in global economic matters including the deliberations on

macr oeconom ¢ i ssues.

278. International financial and trade institutions should be nore closely
involved in the preparations and deliberations, when appropriate, of the high-

| evel segment of the Council. Their heads should actively contribute to the

di scussion on the topic chosen for that segnent. Decisions already taken by the
Council to ensure their closer involvenment, through, inter alia, furnishing

rel evant reports shoul d be inpl ement ed.

279. A further opportunity to consider global issues of high priority and to
identify areas where these institutions can nutually support their respective
efforts in pronoting devel opnent coul d be provided by high-1evel specia
nmeetings of the Council.

280. Concrete nodalities for strengthening the exchange of information on

devel opnent i ssues between the United Nations and the Bretton Wods institutions
shoul d be explored. Simlar nodalities may al so be explored with WO Joi nt
neetings between the Secretary-Ceneral and the executive heads of the United
Nations funds and programmes, WO, and the Bretton Wods institutions and other
rel evant organi zations on selected thenes, including those identified by the
Assenbly, shoul d be encouraged.

281. At the field level, the United Nations devel opnent system and the Bretton
Wyods institutions, acting in accordance to their respecti ve mandates, should
cooperate nore closely, including in the areas of capacity-building and field
operations, in accordance with priorities determ ned by recipient countries.
Under the overall guidance of national CGovernnents, they should expand, whenever
appropriate, their collaboration in co-financing of field progranmmes and
projects and explore innovative ways to conbi ne and maxi m ze their resources.
In consultation and agreenent with Governnents, efforts should be nade to
pronote conplenentarity between the country strategy notes, where they exist,
the policy franework papers of the Bretton Wods institutions and the Wrld
Bank's country assistance strategies. In channelling financial and technica
assi stance through nultilateral devel opnent finance institutions, donor
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countries are encouraged to take into account the respective roles and functions
of the United Nations progranmes and funds and the Bretton Wods institutions so
as to ensure the conplenentarity of devel opnent assistance

282. I n post-energency situations, the United Nations and the Bretton Wods
institutions nust support the transition fromenergency to rehabilitation
reconstruction and | ong-term devel opnent. To this end, coordination between the
United Nations and the Bretton Wods institutions should be inproved.

E. Followup and inplenmentation

283. The intergovernmental follow up of the Agenda for Devel opnent shall be
undertaken by the General Assenbly as the highest intergovernmental nechani sm
and the principal policy-nmaking and apprai sal organ of the United Nations
system The Assenbly has called for the renewal of the dial ogue on

strengt heni ng i nternational cooperation for devel opnent through partnership

whi ch shoul d serve as an inportant mechani smthrough which the intergovernnental
foll owup and assessnment of this Agenda and its inplenmentation will be
conducted. Such di al ogue should al so be used as an opportunity to di scuss new
and emergi ng i ssues concerning international cooperation for devel opnent.

284. The Econom ¢ and Social Council, within its mandate, shall assist the
Assenbly in overseeing United Nations systemw de inplementati on of the Agenda
and by providing recormendations in this regard. At the sane tine, Governments
as well as regional econonic integration organizations have an inportant role to
play at their respective levels in the follow up of the Agenda.

285. Cosely related to the followup and inplenentation of this Agenda is the
urgent need for an integrated, interrelated and coherent inplenentation and
followup at the national, subregional, regional, and international |evels of

t he recommendati ons and conmtnents of recent United Nations major conferences
and agreenents on devel opnent. The progress of the inplenmentation of the
results of those conferences should be reviewed so as to identify progress
achieved as well as obstacles hindering their full and effective inplenmentation
Whi |l e Governnents have the primary responsibility for the inplenmentation of the
decl arati ons and programmes of action adopted by international conferences, the
international community, in particular the United Nations system including the
mul tilateral and regional financial institutions has an inportant role in
contributing to, assisting in, facilitating, and review ng the progress of the
i mpl ementation of the results of those conferences at all levels and in further
pronoting their goals and objectives.

286. A strong political commtnent by the international comunity is needed to
i mpl ement a strengthened international cooperation for devel opnent as reflected
in this Agenda. The nobilization of donestic and international financial
resources for devel opment fromall sources is an essential conponent for the
conpr ehensi ve and effective inplenentation of this Agenda. In this connection
enhanced efforts should be nade for the nobilization and provision of new and
additional financial resources for the devel opnment of devel oping countri es.
Despite an increase in private capital flows, official devel opnment assistance
remai ns an essential source of external funding. Devel oped countries reaffirm
the comm tnents undertaken to fulfil as soon as possible the agreed United
Nations targets of 0.7 per cent of their gross national product (GNP) for
overall official devel opment assistance (ODA) and of 0.15 per cent of GNP for
ODA for the | east devel oped countries. Donor countries that have nmet the

0.15 per cent target will seek to undertake to reach 0.20 per cent. Further
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efforts are al so needed to inprove the effectiveness of ODA and to focus such
aid on the poorest countries.

287. Due consideration should be given to nodalities for conducting an
i ntergovernment al di al ogue on the financing of devel opnent, taking into account
t he recomendati on by the Secretary- General
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